
The First Baptist Church was organized May 11, 1809 
in the home of Elijah Clark by Mr. Clark, Mr. John 
Brinson and Mrs. Mary Willis Mitchell. The house is 
located at the junction of Middle and Craven Streets. 
It is a rare Georgian-style gambrel roofed house. It has 
been in use as a residence through the years. It was 
restored in 1970’s.
 
Baptists have been in this area since the early 1700’s. In 
1741, Baptists asked for permission to build a church 
in New Bern. The request was denied. The petitioners 
were charged with misdemeanor, publicly whipped, 
and put in jail.
 
The first church building was completed and occu-
pied in 1811. It was a wood box framed structure (see 
picture) located at the corner of Johnson and Metcalf 
streets where St. Cyprians Episcopal Church now 
stands.
 
We have the letter from the U.S. Government return-
ing the church to us after its use by the Union Soldiers. 
(See framed letter)
 
The old communion service of Britannia ware was 
used for many years. It consists of the tankard or the 
flagon, 1 tray or charger, 2 bread plates and 2 cups.
 

The old musical instrument is a harmonica, according 
to Webster’s Dictionary. It is an instrument invented 
by Benjamin Franklin, consisting of a series of hemi-
spherical glasses turning on an axis and played by 
touching the edges with dampened fingers. The family 
of John N. Washington presented the harmonica to 
the church. They were members of the church in 1811, 
when the first church was used for services. Mrs. James 
Stevenson played it and was accompanied from time 
to time by Mr. Stevenson, who played violin, and Tom 
Stevenson, who played cello.
 
The mahogany marble-top table was used for commu-
nion.
 
The marble-top pulpit stand was one of the old stands 
used in the church.
 
The church has been used for many notable functions 
and meetings. It has had many outstanding men as 
pastors.
 
When the sanctuary was 100 years old, on Sunday 
morning, November 7, 1948, the President of the Unit-
ed States, Harry S. Truman, worshipped here
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