
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
 
From Dr. Richard Seagle 
Senior Pastor 
First Baptist Church New Bern, NC 
 
Dear Church Family and Friends, 
 
As the coronavirus spread reaches our 
county and leaders encourage faith 
communities like ours to consider how 
we respond to the rapidly expanding 
public health crisis, I write to you with an 
update on our plans at First Baptist.  Our 
situation is rapidly changing day to day, 
so, please check back often for updates. 
 

As you may know, the Governor issued 
recommendations for places of worship 



on Thursday, March 12, that included 
not meeting in groups over 100 people. 
And now the CDC, as of Sunday March 
15, is recommending no gatherings over 
50 people for the next 8 weeks. Finally, 
on Monday, March 16, President Trump 
requested that there be no meetings of 
groups over 10 in number.  That, of 
course, affects every one of our normal 
Sunday and Wednesday meetings for 
worship, fellowship and Bible study.   
 

Because this is such a difficult decision, 
our Deacon Chairperson, Ken Gray and I 
have consulted with deacon leaders, 
deacons, trustees and the other 
ministerial staff to determine our best 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. Here 
are our decisions on the next page: 



1. We will continue to suspend all 
Sunday and Wednesday Activities as 
suggested by the Governor’s office 
and CDC. This will be evaluated on a 
weekly basis.  There will be a worship 
service at 11 am on Sunday that you 
can live stream at our church’s 
website. We are asking all church 
members to stay home and worship 
through our streaming service at 
www.fbchurch.com, or a week 
delayed at WCTI 12 television. 
 

2. After much prayer, conversation, 
and discernment among staff, 
Deacon leaders, Trustees, Deacons, it 
is clear to us that the most faithful 
and loving expression of our 
commitment to God and neighbor 



leads us to cancel all in-person church 
gatherings. This includes Sunday 
worship, Sunday School classes, 
weekday small groups, all age-graded 
activities, Sanctuary choir/Praise 
Team rehearsals, missions circles and 
volunteer groups, committee 
meetings, and special events.  The 
called church conference for this 
Wednesday night, March 18 has been 
postponed.  The youth will meet at 
times with Jeremy through computer 
video chats.  The application that the 
youth use for uses for these video 
chats is called Zoom and is available 
for free at your app store.  Other 
committees and small groups might 
consider this application for video 



chats.  Those without a smart device 
can still call in using a regular phone. 
 

3. Please help our church by 
remaining faithful in giving.  The 
congregation is encouraged to give 
online, by mail or by calling the 
church office and setting up a bank 
draft to keep the church financially 
stable through the crisis. You can also 
mail your tithes and offering to the 
church office at P.O. Box 1463, New 
Bern, NC 28563. THIS IS OF UTMOST 
IMPORTANCE. 
 

4. The church office will remain open 
with posted entrance requirements 
listed on the following page:  
 



A. We are asking anyone who has 
traveled to Level 2 and 3 countries, 
or believe that they may have been 
exposed to the virus in the U.S. 
during the last 14 days not to enter 
the building (Level 2 – Japan, or 
Level 3 – China, South Korea, Iran 
or Italy). 
 

B. All who are experiencing fever, 
cough or shortness of breath should 
call a doctor and come back to 
church when they are well. 

 

C. We request use of sanitizer 
available at the door by all who 
enter the building. 

 

D. Younger exposed patients of 
COVID – 19 have had symptoms 



similar to the common cold. 
Therefore, if you have common 
cold symptoms, please come back 
to church when you are well. 
 

5. All small group activities are 
canceled.  Should your small group 
decide to meet on its own, we ask to 
follow the protocols issued by the 
CDC. 
 

6. The Family Life Center will be 
closed beginning March 16.   

 

7. In keeping with the requests of 
hospitals and nursing homes, the 
deacons and ministers will not be 
making hospital and nursing home 
visits.  The deacons and ministers will 
continue to make contacts through 



phone calls and online methods to 
support and pray with families. 
 

8. The congregation will be kept 
updated through the website, 
automated calls and social media.  
 

9. If you have a prayer request, 
need, or want to share an 
encouragement, please email our 
Senior Pastor at 
richard@fbchurch.com . Urgent 
Needs? If you have any immediate 
needs, please call the church office or 
our Senior Pastor. Please do email 
any of our pastoral staff or call the 
church office if you have questions, 
concerns, or fears that you need to 
talk through.  If you are included in a 

mailto:richard@fbchurch.com


vulnerable population and need help 
with shopping for groceries, 
pharmaceuticals or other necessary 
items please let us know.  We have 
individuals within the church who 
have volunteered to help. During this 
time, please be sure to reach out to 
one another and love one another. 
Use your phones and emails to care 
for one another during this time. 
Even though we may not be meeting 
in the same room, we are still the 
Body of Christ to one another. 

 

Our staff and deacons will continue to 
discuss this issue and develop plans as 
the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
we ask you to act wisely in a way that 
honors the God we serve. The Holy Spirit 



led the apostle Paul to write these 
words: “The Lord is at hand; do not be 
anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God” (Phil 4:5b-6). The 
command is “do not be anxious.” The 
means to obey this command is given 
next: prayer. 
 

Please pray for one another and for the 

many medical professionals, public 

safety professionals, educators, 

missionaries, and others who are 

affected. Pray for the Lord’s protection 

from illness among our people. Pray for 

gospel opportunities to come from this 

outbreak. Pray for wisdom regarding 



ministry impact in the event of local 

COVID-19 cases. We want to be a church 

that reflects our trust in Jesus Christ and 

his love to our community.  

As people of faith, we know we do not 

face this time alone or without power.  

We believe in a God who is the Great 

Physician and the Comforter.  I pray God 

will take from us all any spirit of anxiety 

and grant to us a peace that surpasses 

all understanding.  I also pray that we 

will be able to share with others the 

hope and peace we have through our 

relationship with Jesus. 

Yours in Christ, 

Richard 


