
Dear church family, 

I am excited to announce that we are moving into the 
Family Life Center for our 8:45 AM worship on Sunday, 
July 26th.  We are also having many classes and groups 
beginning to use our outside spaces for small group 
meetings.  I want to encourage you to gather, as you feel 
comfortable in doing so.  Please also take this virus 
seriously not only in regard to our church but in our 
community as well.  Remember to show care for others 
as well as yourself as we are learning to live with this 
virus.  I also want to stress that each person should do 
what is best for them in regard to meeting and 
gathering.  If you have any hesitancy about gathering, I 
urge you to wait and be cautious and remember you can 
continue to stay connected to First Baptist of New Bern 
through your Sunday School Class and online worship 
opportunities.  Our ministerial staff is also available to 
you to talk and minister to you as well.  As we prepare 
for next Sunday, I urge you to read the information 
below. 

We will seek to minimize risk 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know that you are my 



disciples, if you have love for one another. —John 13:34-
35 

1. We will offer 1 in person worship service at 8:45 AM in 
the FLC 

2. We will offer 1 live streamed service from our 
sanctuary at 10:00 AM that you can watch from your 
computer. Live streamed videos are available at 
www.fbchurch.com . 

3.  Worship services will be stored on our church’s 
website so that you can watch at your convenience.  
These can be watched by going to www.fbchurch.com . 

4.  Masks will be required for all who attend the 8:45 AM 
worship service in our FLC. Children older than age 2 will 
be asked to wear a mask. Adult and children's masks will 
be available for those who need them. 

5. We ask that you call the church office and reserve a 
spot for you and your family who plan to attend the 8:45 
AM service.  We must limit attendance to the first 100 
who respond.  Social distancing will not allow for more 
than 100 people in the FLC.  This will also leave room for 
any visitors who may attend without reservations.  
Please call the church office by 4:00 PM on Thursday to 
make your reservation. 

http://www.fbchurch.com/
http://www.fbchurch.com/


6. We will enter the family life center through the main 
doors of the facility.  You will be asked to check in with 
an usher so that we have a record of your presence with 
us.  After the service, we will exit by rows through the 
two side doors of the multipurpose room. Deacons and 
ushers will assist with an orderly exiting from the 
sanctuary to facilitate social distancing.   

7.  We will provide chairs for those who attend.  They will 
be set up according to social distancing requirement. 
Deacons will direct you to seating to facilitate social 
distancing as people arrive.  

8.  Children will remain with their families during this first 
phase of moving indoors. 

9. Deacons will be at entrances and ask for your 
confirmation of  

a. the self-health check (If you have a fever, 
shortness of breath, cough, nasal congestion, runny 
nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea, 
then please refrain from attending.) 

b. understanding of hygiene & sanitation guidelines 
(We encourage using hand sanitizer before 
entering.) 



c. wearing a mask.  We ask everyone to wear a mask 
covering your nose and mouth at all times.   (For 
those without effective masks, supplies are planned 
at FBC.)  

d. social distancing will be practiced at the 
entrance.  If you find yourself waiting in line, please 
distance yourself from those waiting to enter.  If you 
can, we suggest arriving to church a few minutes 
earlier than usual to accommodate the entry and 
seating protocol. 

10. Restrooms will be limited to the two downstairs in 
the FLC. 

We will ask our congregation to act responsibly  

Do nothing out of selfish ambition. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others. —
Philippians 2:3-4 

The act of returning to campus requires a great deal of 
trust in one another.  This is why we need everyone to do 
all they can to not only protect themselves at this time 
but to protect one another. With this in mind we ask the 
congregation to follow these recommendations: 



1. Please self-screen your health.  If there is any doubt 
regarding your health in regards to exposing someone 
else to the Corona Virus or you are in a high-risk category 
or have a compromised health condition, we ask you 
remain home at this time and join us through virtual 
worship. 

2. We request that as you enter the building you wear a 
face covering.  If you do not have an appropriate face 
covering, we can provide you with one.  Remember, that 
the face covering is for the good of the other.  By 
cooperating with this request, we are putting one 
another first. Out of love and care for one another, we 
ask you cooperate with this request. 

3. We will ask everyone to social distance while in the 
building and on campus.     

What to expect in worship 

1. The worship service will be abbreviated and without 
live vocal music. 

2. Offering will be placed in baskets as you enter or leave 
the FLC. You are also encouraged to continue giving 
through online methods as well as bank drafts and 
through mail to our Post Office Box. 

3. Bulletins will be online.  



5. Remember, that although worship will look and feel 
different, God is the same yesterday, today and 
tomorrow and deserves our praise.   

I am so proud of our congregation during this difficult 
time.  We have found ways to minister to each other and 
our community.  We have found ways for the church to 
still be the church in a difficult moment.  I am also very 
grateful for your faithfulness in online attendance and in 
giving to make our congregation financially stable.   

Our ministers are working hard to continue to reach out 
to our congregation. We also have ways for us to meet 
with you personally on campus if you have a need for 
counseling or prayer.  We are looking forward to being 
together in the FLC. 

God Bless, 

Richard 


