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An Advent Gift for You  
From First Baptist Church of New Bern 

 

Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks before Christmas. 

Advent means 'Coming' in Latin; this celebrates the coming of Jesus 

into the world. Christians use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to 

prepare and remember the real meaning of Christmas. 

The Christian Education Committee invites you to join our faith family in 

celebrating “The Thrill of Hope” we find during this season. Enlisted 

volunteers from our congregation and church staff have written daily 

devotions using the Revised Common Lectionary suggested scriptures 

for Year B which starts our First Sunday of Advent (November  29) 

through Christmas Day. 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The text that I was assigned for this devotional seems an unlikely scripture for Advent. It has 

nothing to do with Mary and Joseph, the Wise Men, of shepherds watching their flock. 

Instead it is story about a wealthy landowner going on a trip. The servants left behind were 

given charge of the estate and when the master returned, he would check on their 

stewardship. It is a story about being prepared, getting ready. In that sense then this is an 

Advent story, for this is the season of preparedness. Consider with me a moment that... 

Advent is about God coming to earth to identify with the human situation. God came in 

the form of human flesh and lived among us.  

God came to earth in the form of a person, born into a peasant family. His Christmas 

wrapping was not one of tinsel and paper but of human flesh. His very name, Emmanuel, 

means God With Us. 

Because God lived among us, there is no feeling, no experience that you can encounter that 

God does not understand. In the embrace of family and friends, God is there. In the suffering 

of children who are the victims of violence, God is there. No night is so dark that God’s light 

will not shine. No place is so barren, that new life cannot emerge. No person is so lost or 

weak that they cannot be exalted. 

Advent is about getting ready for the return of Christ. Jesus put it this way, “What I say 

to you I say to all: Keep Watch!” Keep watch. Be prepared for his return. In a word: Repent. 

It is a busy time of the year.  

The activities and mood of the season make it difficult for the most necessary thing to 

occur—repentance. Repentance seems inappropriate at Christmas. After all, “Tis the season 

to be jolly.” Talk of sin and judgment and repentance and turning away from our comfortable 

world of self-indulgence runs counter to the season. We like the season to be upbeat. 

The Gospel message is clear, however. The pre-requisite for us to receive the Christ child is 

the willingness to give up our violence, selfishness, idolatry, and self-seeking. Unless we 

repent, we cannot accept God’s good news of coming among us. 

 

Dr. Richard D. Seagle 

Mark 13:32-37 (NRSV) 

“And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” (verse 37) 

 



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

 

Christians are Advent people. We look forward to something in our lives that has yet to 

come. Micah 4:1-5 speaks of the time when we shall receive freedom from ignorance, 

freedom from war, freedom from want, and freedom from fear.  This is a peace that only God 

can deliver and we celebrate this at Christmas as we sing of peace on earth and goodwill to 

men. Is peace truly possible, given the times of which we live? Yes, when we realize that our 

God is the “Lord of peace.” What a wonderful thought!  

 

Do Christians have a role in being people of peace?  Go to the Bible, our source of truth, and 

look at the Beatitudes.  Am I poor in spirit? Do I mourn over my sin? Am I truly meek before 

God and with respect to other people? Do I truly hunger and thirst after righteousness, not 

only in my conduct, but also in my heart? Am I merciful toward others who sin against me 

because I am aware of how merciful God has been to me? Do I seek a singleness of heart 

toward God?  

 

Let’s be peacemakers during this advent season.  Let us daily walk the life of peace and 

speak of peace in this uneasy world. May we give to others in the form of love and kindness. 

May we pray for the strength and courage to forgive those who have hurt us. Finally, be 

encouraged to continue trusting God even when things don't make sense. It's one sure way to 

enjoy your life…and experience more peace than ever before. Let there be peace on earth and 

let it begin with me...with you. Shalom.  

 

 

Linda Williams  

Micah 4:1-5 (NIV) 

 

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established 

 as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills,  

and peoples will stream to it. 

2 Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

3 He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and 

wide. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares  and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

4 Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig tree, 

and no one will make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has spoken. 

5 All the nations may walk in the name of their gods, 

but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 

 

 

When Things Seem at their Worst.. 

 

1000 steps from Bethlehem is the tomb of Rachel, wife of Israel (Jacob) and mother of 

Joseph who saved Israel’s family after being sold into slavery.  Jacob erected a pillar at the 

place of her tomb which he named Tower of the Flock.  By saving the flock, Joseph saved 

the nation of Israel.  When things seemed at their worst for Joseph, in a pit to be left to die at 

the hand of his very own brothers, God had a plan of salvation, a promise to keep to 

Abraham.   

 

The Assyrians were ready to conquer the northern kingdom and Babylon was to later overrun 

Judah.  The Lord God’s protection was no longer there because the Hebrew children turned 

their backs to God. The prophet Micah likened their pain to the anguish of childbirth.  When 

things seemed at their worst, God still had a plan of salvation to reassemble the remnant to 

glory, a promise to keep to Moses. 

 

Over 2000 years ago, to the place of Rachel’s tomb, wise men were directed to find a young 

toddler, Emanuel.  God has a plan, a promise to each who is willing to accept His only 

begotten Son.  His plan is to give us life and life abundant.  He is with us always and will 

never leave us.  He is our HOPE, our salvation.  And when the things of this world seem at 

their worst, fear not, for He has overcome the world.  God has a promise to keep to you and 

to me.   

 

Brant Bills 

  

Micah 4:6-10 (NRSV) 

6 In that day, says the Lord… 

7 The lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong 

nation; and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion now and 

forevermore. 

8 And you, O tower of the flock, hill of daughter Zion, to you it shall come, 

the former dominion shall come, the sovereignty of daughter Jerusalem. 

9 Now why do you cry aloud? Is there no king in you? Has your counselor 

perished, that pangs have seized you like a woman in labor? 

10 Writhe and groan, O daughter Zion, like a woman in labor; for now you 

shall go forth from the city and camp in the open country; you shall go to 

Babylon. There you shall be rescued, there the Lord will redeem you from the 

hands of your enemies. 

 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 

 

 

A Ruler from Bethlehem 

 

     Micah becomes a prophet in 742 BC.  And as you can see in verse 2, he predicts the birth 

of Jesus, in the town of Bethlehem.  Micah pronounced judgement and doom for both Israel 

and Judah for their sins.  Both nations had not only forgotten about God, but had taken 

enjoyment from evil practices, dishonesty and injustice.  But Micah predicts that one day a 

king, the Messiah, would come to save the people from the consequences of their sins and 

would reign forever.   

 

     As a loving father should, God would discipline the people of Israel and Judah.  

Discipline works to preserve, not destroy.  A small remnant of people would heed God’s 

discipline and rededicate themselves to be faithful to him.  These people formed the core 

group of ancestors from which Jesus, the Messiah, our Savior would be born.   

 

     So here we are, over 2700 years later and unfortunately our world isn’t much different 

than back then.  The rich and the famous are put up on pedestals and idolized.  At times we 

pursue wealth and affluence more than we should.  But for us, our Savior Jesus has already 

been born and we can look at how He lived his life as a model for our own.  How He would 

love the unlovable, how He cared for the lowly people of society, how He had no desire for 

wealth or fame and finally, though He was the most famous person to walk the earth, He was 

also the most humble.   

 

     My hope and prayer during this advent season, as we anticipate the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus, is that will re-examine ourselves.  That we will try to live more like He did.  To be 

more sympathetic and empathetic towards others.  To pass on the love He has given us to 

others, so that they may experience the love, peace and joy that He has for all of us. 

 

     May God bless you and be with you this Advent season. 

 

John Duff 

  

Micah 5:1-5a (NLT) 

 

Mobilize!  Marshall your troops!  The enemy is laying siege to Jerusalem.  With a rod 

they will strike the leader of Israel in the face. 

2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah.  Yet a ruler of 

Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.  3 The people 

of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the time when the woman in labor 

gives birth to her son.  Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to 

their own land.  4 And he will stand to lead his flock with the Lord’s strength, in the 

majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  Then his people will live there undisturbed, 

for he will be highly honored all around the world.  5 And he will be the source of our 

peace. 
 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 

When Paul thought of the Christians in Thessalonica, his heart was filled with gratitude. Are 

there those in your life that when you think of them your heart cannot help but fill with 

gratitude?  If we stop and quietly ponder those in our lives who have made meaningful 

differences, can’t we feel our heart fill – sometimes until almost bursting?  There are imprints 

in our lives, moments with so much strength, that they always stay with us and we are 

continually thankful.  In this scripture, Paul points out to us that there are problems, but 

despite the problems, we have been given faith, hope, and love.  God loves us and has chosen 

US to be his people.  He sent us his son, and even though Jesus’ birth, life, and death were 

not as people expected, they were as God expected.   
 

If others have made imprints on our lives, how can we make imprints on others?  The gospel 

comes to us as more than just words.  It gives us power – power to change minds, hearts, and 

lives.  We first have to become followers and then become examples.  Our faith will become 

known without even using words, and it will spread.  Our actions will speak for us as Jesus 

guides us.  Is that not why Jesus was born and entered our hearts? 
 

The words to the hymn, They Will Know We Are Christians, say it all. 

 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

We are one int he Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity will one day be restored. 

Chorus  And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

                          Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;  

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. (chorus) 
 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side; 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side; 

And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride. (chorus) 
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. (chorus) 
 

Catherine Alligood 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 (NIV) 
 

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We 

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.4 For we know, brothers 

and sisters[a] loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not 

simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You 

know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for 

you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy 

Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The 

Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has 

become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they 

themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from 

idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 

from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201%3A2-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29565a


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4  

 

Growing up, the magic of Christmas was so exciting. Knowing that Santa was going to come 

and bring presents to all the boys and girls in one night. The excitement of the presents Santa 

was going to bring my brother and I was so overwhelming that we didn’t even want to go to 

sleep. Then waking up on Christmas morning to find all the gifts Santa brought! I felt that 

Santa brought the best gifts and gave us gifts we didn’t even know we wanted.  

I can imagine when Jesus was born many people felt the same excitement. In many ways the 

traditional Christmas with Santa bringing gifts is very similar to when Jesus was born. God 

gave us the gift of life, love, and salvation. Unlike all the gifts Santa brings, Jesus is the best 

and only gift we need. God is good to us always and never leaves us. God will protect us and 

provide for our every need.  

The beauty of God’s love for us is not supposed to be hidden or held a secret. It is meant to 

be spread across the nations until everyone knows about Jesus’s great sacrifice so God’s 

people may be saved and forgiven.  

Spread the good news across all nations. God has called YOU to be his disciple. Everyone is 

capable to spread his word and God will give you the gifts and opportunities you need. 

Spread His love and kindness to everyone. Let your Christmas gift to everyone you 

encounter be the light and love of Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 

 

Jennifer Games Emens 

  

Psalm 85:1-2,8-13 (NRSV) 
 

1 You, Lord, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

2 You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.  
 

8 I will listen to what God the Lord says; 

    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— but let them not turn to folly. 

9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. 

13 Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps. 
 

Acts 11:25-26 (NRSV) 
 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought 

him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught 

great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 



 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 

 

   

 

This has quite admittedly not been the best year for everyone. Our church, our country, and 

our world, as a whole has been hit hard by all that 2020 has had to offer. But we as Christians 

must remember that we were never promised a perfect life or an easy journey. 

 

Psalm 85:8-13 encourages us to fully rely on God during difficult times such as these. When 

we are able to put all of our faith in God, He smiles down upon us.  When we let Him into 

our life, it improves us in every possible way. He washes away our sins and pieces us back 

together from where we have been broken. We will still struggle, and the world will continue 

to be broken, but with God in our lives, we have the promise of a perfect life in Heaven with 

Him one day. 

 

 

 

Ava Brinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 85: 8-13 

 

I will listen to what God the Lord says; He promises peace to his people, His faithful 

servants-- but let them not turn to folly. Surely his salvation is near those who fear Him, 

that His glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness 

springs from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. The Lord will indeed 

give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. Righteousness goes before Him and 

prepares the way for His steps. 

 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 Are you ready?  I’m sure that you’ve heard this phrase used over and over again.  

Whether we’ve ready or not, Christmas is just around the corner.  Some of us have already 

purchased gifts for our family and friends, while others, like me, wait until Christmas Eve to 

go and buy the gift(s) on our list.  Waiting till the last minute can be challenging, yet 

exciting!  Not only should we prepare our homes and churches for Christmas, we must 

prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christ-child.  Isaiah 40 tells us that John the Baptist 

is the voice of hope. His message of repentance is necessary as we prepare the way for 

Christ.  I always look forward to the performance of George F. Handel’s MESSIAH by The 

Craven Messiah Chorus during the Advent season in New Bern.  Although various events 

have been canceled this year due to Covid-19, we must hear God’s voice of hope and 

comfort as He spoke to those in captivity.  As we face challenges in life and find ourselves in 

difficult and hopeless situations, we must turn our attention away from our problems and 

look to the Divine Comforter for strength and hope.   

 As we prepare for the coming of the Holy Child, may we learn to be still and wait 

upon the Lord.  Believe me, it’s very difficult to wait upon certain things in life:  the elevator 

door to open, the stop light to turn green, a birthday celebration when you’re a child, and 

most importantly CHRISTMAS!  We must learn to relax and live each day to the fullest.  As 

we all get older, we find that every day is a gift from God.  2 Peter 3 reminds us that the Lord 

is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  I 

would like to share with you the words to a selection found in Pepper Choplin’s Christmas 

cantata NIGHT OF THE FATHER’S LOVE.  The piece, Waiting, offers three words as we 

prepare the way for the coming of the Lord:  waiting, listening, and patience.  Let’s take a 

moment and reflect upon these words: Waiting – Pepper Choplin 
 

Waiting, we are waiting, Lord.  Waiting, we are waiting, Lord.  

Fill the mind ‘til we find Your light, Your truth. 

Waiting, we are waiting, Lord.  Waiting, we are waiting, Lord.  

Fill the mind ‘til we find Your will, Your way. 

Now let us know Your presence, Lord, Emmanuel, God be with us. 

We welcome You with open hearts, Emmanuel, God be with us. 
 

List’ning, we are list’ning , Lord.  List’ning, we are list’ning, Lord. 

Draw near, let us hear Your Word for us.  

Now let us know Your presence, Lord, Emmanuel, God be with us. 

We welcome You with open hearts, Emmanuel, God be with us. 

Patience, give us patience, Lord. Patience, give us patience, Lord. 

When we pray, give us faith that You hear ev’ry prayer. 

As we’re waiting…  

Hear our prayer, Lord, and teach us to listen and be patient as we wait for Your coming. 

Barry Templeton 

Isaiah 40: 3-5 (NRSV) 

3 A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness 

a highway for our God.  4 Every valley shall be raised up, and every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, and the rugged places a plain.  5 And the glory of the Lord will 

be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

2 Peter 3:8-9 (NRSV) 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day.  9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.   



MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Question: What is the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event?  Answer: “Advent” And a 

most important person, thing and event?...  Answer… The arrival of the one and only Son of 

God. God that is the creator and maker of all people, heaven, things on earth, sky and outer 

space.  

And yet this amazing and unexplainable eternal maker is still there for us. While many of our 

present troubles disturb our daily lives, habits, and comforts, just as many past challenges 

and evils have done, we still rest our hope and joy of the promise of fellowship with this God 

of all.  

We of course are concerned but must not lose sight and faith. Many have had much difficulty 

including physical and emotional pain and loss and are understandably concerned for their 

present and future. But we can be instruments of healing and help. It requires patience, 

perseverance, understanding, and love. 

Lynn wrote this in her journal back in early January, and it is so appropriate now as well.    

Dear Lord – no specific resolution from me this year – but I have heard You say two 

different things to focus on. First- “Be thankful every day for all… good, bad, big, small.  

You are in charge of it all! And second, “Have 20/20 Vision for this year of 2020.” 

Lord help me to see things clearly from Your perspective – give me Your eyes and wisdom 

in matters.”          

O  God, Our Help in Ages Past . Hymn text by Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 England , nine 

stanzas were written. Watts is known as the Father of English hymnody. 

1. O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come, our Shelter from the stormy 

blast, and our eternal Home.   2. Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt 

secure; sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 3. Before the hills in order 

stood or earth received its frame, from everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; Short as the watch that ends the 

night before the rising sun. 5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Bears all its sons away; They 

fly forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 6. O God our help in ages past, Our hope 

for years to come, Be Thou our guard while life shall last, And our eternal home. 

 
 

John and Lynn Rausch 

Psalm 27: 1-5, 13-14 (NASB)  

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense 

of my life; Whom shall I dread? 2 When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, My 

adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 3 Though a host encamp against me, 

My heart will not fear; Though war arise against me, In spite of this I shall be confident. 

4 One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house 

of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD And to meditate in 

His temple. 5 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret 

place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.  13 I would have despaired 

unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD In the land of the living. 

14 Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the 

LORD. 

 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 

In Isaiah’s pre-vision of the Christian Age, the Messiah from the Branch of David will come 

and restore the glory of Zion, God’s kingdom, by redeeming the world from sin and 

wickedness. God’s protection, His mercy and grace, through this Branch of David will be our 

protection from the consequences of sin like the protection and guidance of the cloud by day 

and pillar of fire by night for the Israelites in the wilderness. Jesus’ life is an everlasting 

example for our lives. And His death, though painful and cruel, was the final atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of the world. We no longer have to worry about the consequences of sin 

when we put our faith and hope in Jesus.  

Growing up as a Baptist minister’s son, I was able watch and was a part of Christian 

compassion and love through the ministries of our church. Every year for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas the church filled food boxes and gave wrapped gifts of winter necessities such as 

socks, shoes, and coats for needy families. There were also a few toys for the kids.  I 

remember helping Dad and other church leaders deliver these gift boxes to families “out in 

the county”.  I had no idea of how poorly, by our standards, some people in our community 

lived. This was a good learning foundation for me that helped me understand needs of the 

community around me and to also appreciate how fortunate I was to have a family who could 

supply my life’s necessities. And I also felt good about being part of helping to supply these 

necessities for less fortunate families. 

I believe God’s plan for His people of obedience and faith is to call us to action and to 

provide a life everlasting with Him and it began anew for the world with the miraculous birth 

of a baby in Bethlehem.  And as we turn our thoughts to this season of the year, to the birth 

of our Savior Jesus the Christ, how do we fulfill our responsibilities as recipients of God’s 

love and grace in His kingdom?  When we open our hearts to receive God through faith in 

His Son Jesus, we are called to give our lives in service to Him.  We share His compassionate 

love with other as we help meet the needs of the world through our giving and volunteering 

our time and abilities. In doing this, the testimony of our faith is the example we show in our 

love for others. And as Kingdom workers, we join God in His work to help provide life’s 

necessities so that “there will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and 

protection from the storm and rain.” Is 4:6  

David Knight  

Isaiah4:2-6  (NASB) 

On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 

earth will be the pride and the beauty of the survivors of Israel. 3 And it will come about 

that the one who is left in Zion and remains behind in Jerusalem will be called holy—

everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the 

filth of the daughters of Zion and [a]purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by 

the spirit of judgment and the spirit of [b]burning, 5 then the Lord will create over the 

entire area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke, and the 

brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy. 6 And there 

will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and [c]protection from the 

storm and the rain.             

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+4%3A2%2D6&version=NASB#fen-NASB-17738a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+4%3A2%2D6&version=NASB#fen-NASB-17738b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+4%3A2%2D6&version=NASB#fen-NASB-17740c


 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 

       

   THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS IN MUSIC 

 

Many, many years ago in the far away land of Judea during the time of King Herod, a very 

special baby boy was born. His name was John, son of Zechariah and Elizabeth. John knew 

nothing of Christmas as we know it, but he knew a lot about the Christ, Jesus. John was great 

in the sight of the Lord. He was filled with the Holy Spirit. His job, his mission, was to tell 

the people about the Messiah. And John did his job with great enthusiasm! He spent his life 

traveling the countryside telling anyone who would listen about the coming of Jesus. 

Like John, we too, are commissioned to tell the world about Jesus (Matt. 28:19). But, unlike 

John many of us struggle to approach people and talk to them about Jesus. That’s why, at this 

time of the year, it’s so easy! Christmas carols tell the story so simply and beautifully. How 

many Christmas carols do you know? Anyone and everyone can sing the message of God’s 

love in Christmas carols. You’re probably humming one in your head right now. Share these 

songs with others, with the enthusiasm of John. Tell the world about Jesus with music! 

Heavenly Father, how thankful we are for your Son, Jesus, and for the music of this season 

that so beautifully tells of His Glory and love. Amen 

 

Vicki Lambert 

 

  

Luke 1: 13b – 14 (NIV) 

And you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you and many 

will rejoice because of His birth. . . 

     

 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 

 

“Almost Too Good to Be True ” 

Psalm 126 appears to be the summary/result of a dream or the hopes of a community from 

Psalm 125. God’s people know that the belief to “… trust in the Lord…” the Lord that is the 

one unwavering element is an activity they must pursue. Those hopes and dreams of a 

community to be and do for themselves, to prosper and celebrate their Lord, can and will 

happen through the actions of those who believe.   

Then the dream comes to fruition and a whole community of enslaved people are freed and 

returned to their home.  Of course there is great rejoicing but there is still hard work to be 

done.  Hard work has many attributes besides becoming wealthy with material things. Hard 

work seen by others is a witness, the testament it provides may be an encouragement to join 

in the endeavor. Joining can strengthen the community and when done by faith in a loving 

and giving God results in a dream come true.   

We are at the conclusion of a very different year for our communities large (our country) and 

small (New Bern, NC) with pandemic, politics, and pandemonium.  We, the community of 

believers can set this aside because we know that our God has fulfilled all His promises and 

made our dreams come true through his Son, Jesus Christ.   

The nativity we celebrate each year is almost too good to be true but we believe in it and may 

we celebrate it this and every Christmas like a people freed from slavery and work hard to 

prosper, witness and rejoice in it. 

  

Lee Ann Smith 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 126 (NRSV) 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dreamed.  

2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. 

Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

3 The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. 

4 Restore our fortunes,[c] Lord, like streams in the Negev. 

5 Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

6 Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, 

will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+126&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16120c


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 

 

THE TRUE JOY OF CHRISTMAS 

Growing up, Christmas was a joyous time. It didn’t take me long to learn that at this time of 

year, people gave me presents. I received gifts from my parents, grandparents and most 

importantly – Santa. What joy! I grew up in a Christian family, attending church and Sunday 

school and I learned the story of Jesus’ birth and was taught the true meaning of Christmas, 

but then there were the presents – for me. 

As a teenager, Christmas became more about parties and celebrations. Mostly these were get-

togethers with the Youth Group at church.  Always fun times, joyous times. 

Over the years, I have taught Sunday School classes for both children and adults. In my 

research for some of these lessons, I find that at Christmas I am drawn to the story of the 

Magi. The wise men were probably astrologers/astronomers, a very highly regarded 

profession in that day. They most likely came from the area of what is now Iran. 

They made a several-month journey to see the baby Jesus. Certainly, they were not Jews.  

Hmmm, might this tell us that God had a concern and interest in the nations of the world, not 

just the Jews? The Magi presented gifts to the Christ child – gold for the “King of Kings”; 

frankincense, symbolic of our future “High Priest”; and myrrh used in embalming the dead, 

as Jesus would one day die to rise again. These gifts also likely sustained Joseph, Mary and 

Jesus as they fled to Egypt. 

A joyous Christmas for me still is very centered around gifts. But now, my focus is on giving 

gifts. I enjoy giving gifts to my family. For my community, there are so many opportunities 

at Christmas (and all year) to help families in need. I also get much joy out of shopping for 

gifts for Operation Christmas Child. Giving gifts to the nations. It isn’t all material gifts, 

however, it is also serving. Unfortunately, I do not have the resources to do all I would like 

but I can lend a helping hand in many other ways. “The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are filled with JOY.” 

 

Susan Trout 

Psalm 126:2b-3 (NIV) 

 

Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

3 The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 

 
 

      In this passage, it expresses that the Lord has done great things for the people. This is a 

song of hope, for those held prisoner by their sadness. It encourages people to wait patiently 

for the Lord, for the bad days will pass and soon, good days will be upon them. When we hit 

the bottom, we have to trust that God will help us back up.  

 

     Just like actual seeds, these so called seeds of sorrow become flowering buds of joy. We 

need to trust that God will be there to help these seeds grow. We water these “seeds” with 

our tears, and the sadness eventually fades into joy. And when the seeds finally sprout, we 

realize all the sadness was for a reason.  

 

 

Edward Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Psalm 126 (NRSV)      

      

  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,   

   we were like those who dreamed. 

Our mouths were filled with laughter,  our tongues with songs of joy. 

   Then it was said among the nations,    

     “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

 The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. 

  Restore our fortunes, Lord, like streams in the Negev. 

  Those who sow with tears  will reap with songs of joy. 

    Those who go out weeping,  carrying seed to sow, 

   will return with songs of joy,  carrying sheaves with them. 
 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

 

When the author first wrote this parable of judgement, I am sure he was mostly talking about 

the Jewish religious leaders; they had rejected Jesus’ authority. The “first sons” who claimed 

to be obedient to God failed to see God at work in John the Baptist’s ministry. Authentic 

obedience includes responding in faith to the new things God is doing. 

 

In verse 32 John (and Jesus) reminded us that one of our steps on the “way to righteousness” 

is baptism. In Acts 19:4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” The tax collectors 

and the prostitutes believed what John was saying so the “sinners” repented and were 

baptized; the religious leaders did not. 

 

Fortunately I grew up in a Christian home who faithfully attended Second Baptist Church in 

Cherryville, NC. My parents modeled dedicated lay leadership in the church and made sure I 

learned and participated in Sunday School Bible study, discipleship, ministry, missions and 

Christian fellowship. I was surrounded by a “great cloud of witnesses.” 

 

My faith was not really challenged until after I graduated from West Lincoln High School, 

attended North Carolina State University, and then started as a computer programmer at 

IBM. God led me to First Baptist Church of Cary, NC where the single adult ministry not 

only provided the support I needed and gave me a sense of belonging; it became my place of 

service. My world view had changed from rural Lincoln County to a large academic 

community and then to employment and life in the Research Triangle. Things were much 

different than my rural upbringing. 

 

Christians like us can become blind to what God is doing in the world around us. How easily 

our “church work” loses focus and degenerates into little more than maintaining the 

institution with no excitement concerning what God’s active grace is doing and consequently 

no enthusiasm for evangelism and renewal. We say we are going to work in the vineyard but 

instead of harvesting the grapes we spend our time  rearranging the stones along the path. 

 

Kerry Peeler 

 

Matthew 21:28-32 (NRSV) 
 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind 

and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, 

sir’; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 

first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 

 

It’s the Christmas season! It’s time for lights and parties and new Christmas dresses. But time 

for spiritual warfare, really? Spiritual warfare and hardship, it is a guarantee. (John 16:33a, 1 

Peter 5:8) Jesus experienced it and therefore so will His followers. (John 13:6) This passage 

in Ephesians opens up with describing this struggle: powers of darkness, spiritual forces of 

evil. (v. 12) The struggle is real. The day of evil will come. (v.13) Do you feel it? Do you 

notice the spiritual warfare going on? I often feel the struggle in my soul and I grow weary, 

especially when I feel it around Christmas. 

 

But though the struggle is real, the hope of Christmas is this… Take heart, Jesus has 

overcome the world! (John 16:33b) Jesus came as a little baby, putting on flesh, to be our 

Savior and Redeemer (Ephesians 1:7). He came to redeem us from the dark forces of the 

spiritual world. He came so that His Spirit can rest on and live in those who believe. (Acts 

2:38) You have been equipped, my friend, to face the hard times. The Holy Spirit lives in 

you! (Ephesians 1:13) And He has given you the armor for the battle. (Ephesians 6:14-17) 

Though times are tough and it seems like victory may not come, remember the promise of 

God: The victory is His! And through Him, the victory is also yours! “But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:57) 

 

As we journey through the Christmas season and through spiritual warfare, may we 

remember the victory that we have in Him. Jesus chose to put on flesh, come as our Savior, 

and offer us victory. That precious baby boy grew up to die and be resurrected to give us 

victory over sin, the powers of evil, and death! This ultimate victory is what puts the Merry 

in Christmas! Thanks be to God!  
 

Elizabeth Swicegood 

 

  

Ephesians 6:10-13 (NIV) 

 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of 

God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of 

God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand.” 
 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 

 

 

 

The fifteen Songs of Ascents in the Psalms are hymns of anticipation, reassurance, 

and prayer sung by pilgrims on their way up to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem from their 

homes across Israel. These songs are akin to marching cadences— they simultaneously 

distract from the strain of walking uphill and focus attention on the goal. 

 The city of Jerusalem itself is also surrounded by hills, a veritable shield of land. It is 

this idea of physical place that draws attention in this passage: those who trust in God are like 

Mount Zion, the Lord’s protection is like the mountains around Jerusalem, wickedness shall 

not rest on the land of the righteous.  

These are images of permanence; they “abid[e] forever… from this time forth and 

forevermore” (v. 1-2). The images evoke a sense that place and people have an inherent, vital 

connection. People, who are by nature transient occupants of Earth, can find security and 

permanence only by looking to the Lord, the mountain.  

The psalmist leaves us with the most essential reminder of our physical link to the 

holy places: the word Israel. It is a word of both person and place, of three layers, like the 

Trinity: Israel the nation, Israel the man Jacob, and Israel the land underfoot. As we use 

Advent to build our way up to the nativity, let us also contemplate other Biblical ascents—

Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on Mount Moriah, Moses up Mount Sinai, the worshippers of 

ancient Israel to the temple, Elijah in a whirlwind, Jesus on a cloud.  

 

Josie Doak 

 

 

Psalm 125 (NRSV) 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

    which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

    so the Lord surrounds his people, 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

    on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

    their hands to do wrong. 

4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 

    and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

    the Lord will lead away with evildoers! 

    Peace be upon Israel! 

 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 

 

In verse 9, Jesus is instructing Peter, James and John not to share how they had just seen 

Jesus in his bright white speaking with Elijah or that they had just heard God declaring to 

them Jesus, the flesh and blood human in front of them, is the Son of God- the one for whom 

they have been waiting.  

 

The Jewish people had been expecting the Messiah and formulating ideas about what the 

Messiah should do and who he should be. As humans do, they had assumed and predicted 

their own humanly expectations for the Son of God. However, the true Messiah is not at what 

they had expected. They did not expect Jesus to be ridiculed and ultimately die from 

crucifixion. Peter, in particular, rebukes this idea. They also did not understand the idea of 

the resurrection.  Despite their simple humanly way of thought, Jesus continues to try and 

explain this is God’s plan, not their own. 

 

As the men reached the bottom of the mountain, do you think it was easy for them to keep 

the secret of what they had just learned? Have you ever had to keep a secret?  Most of us 

have endured this challenge at least once in our lifetime.  For these three men, it was exciting 

to learn they were following the Messiah, but difficult to process the impending suffering He 

would endure. What if Jesus instructed you to not to share information?  Would that make it 

any easier to maintain your silence?  

 

 

  

Mark 9: 9-13 (NIV) 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone 

what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

10 They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant. 

11 And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 

first?” 

12 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is 

it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected?  

13 But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, 

just as it is written about him.” 

 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 

 

“What Child is This?” is a beautiful carol that I love listening to at Christmas. It really sets 

the atmosphere - baby Jesus is sleeping in Mary’s lap while He is guarded by shepherds as 

angels sing. It reminds us the joy of Christ’s birth is an invitation open to both peasants and 

kings alike. Yet no matter how lyrical or beloved a song might be, can mankind ever fully 

answer the question what child is this? 

 

Probably not. But God can and did in these verses from the book of Hebrews.  

 

Jesus is the appointed Heir and Creator of all things. He is the Revealer, the Sustainer, the 

Redeemer, the Ruler, and Christ Supreme. Jesus did not bring a message from the Father like 

the prophets of the Old Testament, He is the message from the Father. Jesus is the express 

image of God. 

 

God, we praise you for fulfilling Your promises from over the centuries through the birth of 

Jesus Christ, your son. Jesus, we praise you as the radiance of God’s glory. During this 

Advent season let us worship you with our lives, with our families, and with our churches.  

 

For there have been many babies that became kings, but only one King that became a baby. 

 

Kendal Strickland 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (TEV) 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also He made the universe. The son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all 

things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So He became as much superior to 

the angels as the name He inherited is superior to theirs. 

 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 

      

 

Growing up Saturday nights were spent as a family watching the CBS lineup of Dr. Quinn 

Medicine Woman and Touched by an Angel. I loved watching a doctor in a small Colorado 

town followed by the weekly comfort Monica and Tess provided as angels to those in need.  

The job of angel intrigued me so much so that when I was asked as a little girl “What do you 

want to be when you grow up?” I proudly answered, “an Angel!”  

 

While a network television show has its take on the role of a dramatized angel, this passage 

from Hebrews explores the actual job of angels in relation to the superiority of Jesus.  The 

author dispels any confusion between the two, describing Jesus’ relationship to the Father, 

His everlasting reign, and His position at the right hand of God. An angel, as it is written, is a 

spirit sent to minister and worship.   

 

We see this contrast clearly at the birth of Christ. An angel of the Lord announces the arrival 

of the King Jesus before being joined by a heavenly host to worship and proclaim God’s 

glory.  

 

During this advent season and year-round, may we remember the majesty of the one and only 

Jesus Christ, higher than the angels, savoir of the world.  

 

  

Hebrews 1:5-14 (NIV)  

 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become 

your Father” Or again “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 

angels worship him.” 7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits 

and his servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter 

of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and 

hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by 

anointing you with the oil of joy.”  

10 He also says, "In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish but you remain; they will all 

wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will 

be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end. 13 To which of 

the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feet?" 14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those 

who inherit salvation? 

 

 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 

 

The introduction of this Psalm announces two related themes: the faithfulness that belongs to 

the heavenly king (vv. 1-2) and the covenant promise made to David (vv. 3-4). The chosen 

one has become the rejected one. Our Christian year starts with Advent, but we are soon 

reminded of the rejection and suffering that Jesus did for us. 

We have all definitely experienced suffering and disappointment during 2020. The COVID-

19 pandemic, racial unrest, political divisiveness, and economic uncertainty have impacted 

all of us. First Baptist Church has struggled to know how to continue to worship, disciple, 

minister, evangelize, and do missions. How do we stay connected to each other? 

In addition, Rochele and I experienced the death of her dad along with health issues of my 

dad and her mom. Our call to ministry continues to challenge us! 

If you continue reading in Psalm 89, you will see that David and his descendants also felt 

suffering and humiliation. They blamed God for what they had to face which is a genuine 

human reaction and emotion. 

But notice how verses 31-33 remind us that even when we deserved to get punished for what 

we do wrong, God will be faithful to us. “I will not remove my steadfast love, or be false to 

my faithfulness.” Even in our faithlessness, God’s love prevails. 

Psalm 89:52 ends with “Blessed be the LORD forever. Amen and Amen.”  

 

Kerry Peeler 

 

Psalm 89 (NRSV) 

1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 

    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 

2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 

    your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

    I have sworn to my servant David: 

4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever, 

    and build your throne for all generations.’”  

31 if they violate my statutes 

    and do not keep my commandments, 

32 then I will punish their transgression with the rod 

    and their iniquity with scourges; 

33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, 

    or be false to my faithfulness. 

 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

     

 

Mary’s humility in this passage known as Mary’s Song is a wonderful reminder 

especially during this season of Advent.  Reread this passage and count how many times 

Mary says, “I, me, or my”.  Now, reread this passage and count how many times that Mary 

says, “he, his, or other references to God”.  Humility on full display by how many times 

Mary talks about herself and a great example of knowing that we have only what God has 

given us.   

Mary’s Song reminds me of one of my favorite scripture passages in the Old 

Testament, Hannah’s Prayer.  Hannah’s Prayer is found in 1 Samuel 2:1-10.  This prayer 

comes after Hannah has consecrated or set apart her son who she named Samuel, for she said, 

“I have asked him of the Lord.”  Talk about giving all that you have to God, a child that no 

one else believed that Hannah would ever have since she could not have children.  That is 

until she prayed fervently and earnestly to God to give her a child, so fervently that Eli, the 

high priest, believed that she was drunk at the temple, instead of praying!   

Mary and Hannah both become mothers when this should not have been possible.  

However, nothing is impossible with our God!  Mary, a virgin, gave birth to Jesus, God’s 

Son, the Messiah, and Hannah, a woman that was barren, gave birth to Samuel, the same 

prophet that God used to anoint David as King of Israel.  Humble women blessed beyond 

what they could believe. 

 

Jeremy Slagle 

 

Luke 1:46b-55 (NRSV) 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he 

has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name.  

50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  51 He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the 

lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 54 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 

 

Mary’s Song 

Sometimes we find ourselves consumed with comparison and the want for more. We often 

see what others have and compare their possessions and lives to our own. “Why don’t I have 

this? Am I not good enough? I would be so much happier if I had as much as they do.”  

It is far too easy to do this, especially in today’s social world. We constantly see posts and 

hear statements that glorify our peer’s possessions and their daily lives. These kinds of 

conversations make it difficult for us to look at what we have and feel satisfied. Viewing 

ourselves as having less creates a troubled mindset. We become unhappy and dissatisfied 

with our current position. We tend to focus more on our worldly possessions, and not what is 

truly meaningful. 

 In the passage, God wants us to remain humble and content with what we have. This 

includes family, love, and our faith. We should not pride ourselves on worldly possessions, 

but instead be thankful with the minimum. Our happiness comes from the Lord and the 

blessings he brings to us. When we turn away from the comparisons and want, we become 

satisfied in the love we have within Him. Attempting to gain true happiness from worldly 

possessions are deemed almost as sinful, as the passage says “..has sent the rich away 

empty.” During the holidays this becomes hard as they are a time for giving and receiving.  

This holiday season I challenge you to focus less on the extravagant presents. Turn your 

focus to the time spent with loved ones and your faith in Christ. Take time to reflect on the 

many blessings God has brought to you. When we remain humble in our faith, we find that 

we have all we need. As Christians, we are truly rich in love. 

 

Wishing you peace and love, 

Lauren Chitty 

 

  

Luke 1:46-53 (NIV)           

“My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been 

mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me 

blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name. His mercy 

extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed 

mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 

He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.” 

 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22 

 

This passage in 1 Samuel is a about a faithful woman named Hannah and her desire to have a 

child.  She prays in her heart about her desires letting God alone know what she wants and 

about her dreams. Sometimes our prayers are like Hannah's, silent and inwardly focused. We 

may be praying for someone else, or we may be praying inwardly for another's needs besides 

our own. Lastly of course we may be praying for ourselves. There are many who go alone to 

the Lord in prayer and bear troubled hearts and thoughts to God. But He is the Almighty One 

who already knows what we are going to pray and what we are going to say. He knows what 

burdens our hearts and minds are carrying. He knows how difficult some decisions may seem 

to us but He, in his infinite Power, because He is the one true God and He wants us to give 

Him those prayers. He wants us to remain open to what He may be trying to show us. 

 

Hannah trusted God with her personal, intimate, and deepest thoughts. She was troubled 

about her  childlessness yet still faithful to her God. She longed for God's guidance. She 

knew that God alone could be trusted completely and that He understands our worst fears, 

doubts and thoughts. 

 

Sometimes we may have made the mistake of sharing our deep thoughts and wishes with 

someone whom we thought was trustworthy and of good character. Sadly, humans can let us 

down, and often do. We are constantly faced with decisions and opportunities in life so in our 

haste to figure something out or to seek quick guidance we might reach out to someone who 

turns out to be untrustworthy or even unreliable. As a Christian it is best to consider God's 

guidance as the only true and reliable authority for our lives. He may not answer immediately 

but He always answers, and He wants the best for His children because HE loves us, and We 

are His.  

 

Ultimately, like Hannah, we will be known as faithful and obedient to Him, our one true God 

and Savior. 

 

Merry Christmas with Love,  

 

Cathy Chitty Pike 

 

  

 

 

  

1 Samuel 1:27 (NIV) 

 

“ I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of Him” 
 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 

The three scripture readings appointed for this day have a common theme – song. 

Music, whether we’re singing or listening, can nourish our souls and touch our hearts. In 

Luke we read the beautiful words of The Magnificat, the Song of Mary. “My soul magnifies 

the Lord, and my spirit has exulted in God, my Savior –” In the book of Samuel, Hannah 

sings, “My heart rejoices in the Lord.” And in Mark, the people sing and shout, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Today we have a new song of Mary written by Mark Lowry – the beautiful “Mary 

Did You Know?” 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would give sight to a blind man? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

And when your kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God. 

 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb---. 

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 

This sleeping child you're holding is the great--I--- AM---. 
 

Did Mary know? Would she have said yes to God if she had known she would give birth in a 

stable far from her home? Would she have said yes if she had known she would have to flee 

from her homeland with her baby in order to save his life? Would she have said yes if she 

had known she would see this beloved child die so that all of us could live? 

I think somewhere in her heart she did know. Mary knew, and in her innocence and faith and 

obedience to God, said, “Yes Lord, let it be”-------and changed the world. 

 

          MaryAnn Stinson 

Luke 1:46-55 (NRSV) 

 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE 

Great Expectations! 
 

Christmas Eve…  Meditate on these two words for just a moment.   

What thoughts, feelings, or actions does this date evoke within you?    

Is it just--- 

 --another date on the calendar? 

 --a night spent with family and friends? 

 --a special candlelight service at church? 

 --a night of frenzied food preparation, decorating, gift wrapping and traveling? 

 

I think that when most people, young or old, think of Christmas Eve they get excited, 

hopeful, and even a little giddy about what is to come.  And what is to come is the 

expectation of an exciting Christmas day filled with activity, gifts, food, family and friends. 

 

As we prepare today for the hope of tomorrow, let us not forget that there were others that 

were excited, hopefully and giddy that first Christmas Eve so many years ago. 

 

In Luke 2, we read the account of the birth of Jesus Christ.  Verse 2:5 speaks of Mary 

“expecting a child”.  Those of us who are parents can relate to the expectation… the hopes… 

the dreams we have of our coming child.  Let us not forget the questions… the 

nervousness…the concern… that Mary and Joseph would have experienced during this holy 

journey to Bethlehem.  After Jesus’ birth, Luke 2:19 says that Mary treasures and ponders the 

events that are taking place.  I would think that she also has great hope for what is to come. 

 

These great expectations are for all of us.  As we focus on the Hope that has been brought 

into the world through the birth of Christ, may we also focus on the hope that God has for us.  

What is God expecting from you?   

Is it – 

       --surrender? 

       --worship? 

       --obedience? 

       --love? 
 

Father God, 

 Thank you for sending Hope into the world that first Christmas Eve so many years 

ago. May I always remember your sacrifice.  May I always be excited, hopeful, and giddy in 

the life I have in Christ. 

 In Jesus’ name I pray,  Amen. 
 

Further Reading & Study: 

Isaiah 9:6-7—What expectations would Israel have of the coming Messiah? 

Luke 2:1-20—Take a moment and think about each character mentioned in the Scripture 

passage.  Choose one of the characters and meditate on how that person may have felt during 

this night of expectation. 

          Kelly Brinson 

Isaiah 9:6a (KJV) 

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given” 

 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25--CHRISTMAS 

 

I wonder what I would have heard had I been there that night. It is a question that annually 

haunts me. Would I have heard the choirs of angels singing or simply the sounds of barnyard 

animals shifting around? Would I have seen the star in the sky that night or simply two poor 

and very frightened kids? Wou1d I have understood the hushed silence of the divine 

presence, or simply the chill of a cold east wind. Would I have understood the message of 

Emmanuel, God with us, or would the cosmic implications of that evening have passed me 

by? 

Certainly, very few people in Palestine saw and heard and understood what took place that 

night. The choirs of angels singing were drowned out by the haggling and trading going on in 

the Jerusalem bazaar. There was a bright star in the sky but the only ones apparently to pay 

any attention to it were pagan astrologers from the East. If anyone did see Mary and Joseph 

on that most fateful night, they were too preoccupied with their own problems to offer any 

assistance. 

Oh, you say, had I been there at Bethlehem that night I would have seen. I would have 

understood. Would you? There is one way of knowing, ask yourself what you saw and heard 

this Christmas Season.  

You see, so often what we see and what we hear is not dependent upon the event but upon 

ourselves and what is inside of us. If you did in fact hear the cry from the lonely, if you saw 

the sheep without a shepherd this Christmas, then you might just have seen the events that 

took place in Bethlehem that night. And ask yourself what you heard this Christmas? Did you 

hear only the blasts of music and carols, or did you hear the silent sighs of the lonely and the 

bereaved who may be dreading Christmas because it accentuates their loneliness? 

May we continually keep our eyes and ears open to see and hear the Good News of 

Christmas each day of the year as we encounter it.  Christ enters your world not just today 

but each day.  Keep your ears and eyes open.  

 

         Dr. Richard D. Seagle 

 

 

Luke 2:10-11 (NRSV) 

…I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

 


