
Itinerary for January 11th-12th 

Saturday, January 11th 

Deacon and Key Leadership Breakfast 

8:30-10:00 a.m.       FBC Youth Lounge 

 
Youth and Parent Luncheon 

12:00-1:30 p.m.      FBC Youth Lounge 

 
Introductory Dinner  

 5:30-7:30 p.m.        FBC Family Life Center 

Open to the entire congregation 

Childcare provided 

RSVP to office (252) 638-5691 by Monday, January 6  

 
Following dinner, Rev. Slagle will present his story and respond to 

questions as time permits.  

 
Sunday, January 12th 

Worship with the candidate 

 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Rev. Slagle will deliver a brief testimony at both services. 

 
Sunday School  

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school classes 

Rev. Slagle will teach the youth. Light breakfast provided. 

 
Called Church Conference 

 3:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

A special church conference to vote on the recommendation that 

Rev. Slagle be called as the next Associate Pastor of Youth and 

Family Life of First Baptist Church, New Bern. 

 

  

 
After much prayer, hard work, and with the constant desire to 

discern God’s will, the Pastor Search Committee is proud to 

introduce our candidate for Associate Pastor of Youth and 

Family Life, 

Rev. Jeremy Slagle 

 
 

Jeremy, Diane, Evan (5), and Jamie (9) Slagle 

 

 



The Committee’s Process 

The Pastor Search Committee for the Associate Pastor of Youth and 

Family Life was formed in the fall of 2018. This committee feels passionately 

about finding a minister that can rejuvenate the “family life” component of our 

church but who also—and most importantly—can lead, mentor, and teach our 

youth to have a faith that persists. Our task had several components and we 

endeavored wholeheartedly and prayerfully to complete them: 

1) Assess the needs and desires of the church for a pastor in this role by 

conducting a congregational survey and meeting personally with each 

Sunday School class. 

2) Develop a job description and advertisement based on that feedback. 

3) Advertise through a variety of channels, including our website, CBF 
websites throughout the country, direct contact with seminaries, and 

contact with professionals in the ministerial hiring world.  

4) Provide candidates our church profile and other resources. 

5) Assess and filter resumés of applicants based on credentials, 

experience, and spiritual gifts.  

6) Conduct three progressive levels of interviews for candidates by 

telephone, by video conference, and in person. Eliminate those whose 

responses did not indicate the same values as those held by our church 

(as assessed in step one). 

7) Recruit strong candidates to New Bern and to our church with 

personalized attention to their family needs and priorities. 

8) Pray continually and specifically for strong candidates, guidance with 

the process, and patience in what was often a frustrating process.  

9) Recognize and respond to God’s call for a pastor when it came. 

We have had both the youth and our congregational family needs at 

the center of our focus. We believe that Jeremy Slagle has the same priorities. 

God has been preparing Jeremy for this role, and He has been preparing the 

Pastor Search Committee for Jeremy also. We conducted dozens of interviews, 

but never felt led to the right person until God sent us Jeremy, a man of 

spiritual discernment, eagerness, kindness, and deep faithfulness. We 

gratefully and unanimously recommend calling the Reverend Jeremy Slagle as  

Associate Pastor of Youth and Family Life of First Baptist Church of New Bern. 

    Your Pastor Search Committee, 
Andy Wilkinson (chair), Ronnie Brinson, Josie Doak, Charlie Knowles, Laurie 

Pepper, Richard Seagle, Brian Swicegood, and Sonya Thurman 
 

  Resumé Highlights 

Education 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, Master of Divinity, May 2019 
Radford University, B.S. in Recreation, Parks, and Tourism, 2006  

Ministry Experience 
Youth Minister  
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Hanover, VA                   Sept. 2017 - present 
 

Interim Youth Coordinator  
Northminster Baptist Church, Richmond, VA Sept.- Dec. 2007 
 

Interim Youth & Children’s Director   
Dover Baptist Church, Manakin-Sabot, VA  June – August 2007 
 

Youth Director    
Poplar Springs Baptist Church, Henrico, VA  Sept. 2006 - May 2007 
 

Volunteer Ministry Experience 
2017          International Mission Trip – Peru, Gayton Baptist Church 
2017          Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Henrico County 
2017          Deacon, Gayton Baptist Church 
2017          High School Sunday Morning Bible Studies, Gayton Baptist Church 
2016          Pastor Search Committee, Gayton Baptist Church 
2011 – present        Spirit of Baseball, Gayton Baptist Church 

Non-ministry Experience 
Senior Conference Services Specialist     
International Mission Board, Richmond, VA  Sept. 2013 – present 
 

Aquatics Facility Operator, Youth Program Supervisor     
Country Club of Virginia, Richmond, VA  July 2011 – Sept. 2013 
 

Teaching Assistant             
Faison School for Autism, Richmond, VA August 2010 – July 2011 
  

Special Education Instructional Assistant, Substitute Teacher 
Kingsport City Schools, Kingsport, TN  July 2009 – July 2010 
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“Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights, who does not 

change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17 

 



Other Voices 

“He’s a wonderful individual, has Christ in mind in everything and wants to go 

where God is calling him. He coordinates, works with youth families. It takes 

someone special to work with youth. They need stability.” –Julie Carter, youth 

parent reference 

“Deeply authentic heart for God…[Jeremy’s] work with teenagers is just 

incredible. He is contagious…Energy just drips off this kid.”—Reverend David 

Peppler, mentor 

“Highly collaborative, encouraging, and communicates well. Could really excel in 

the Family Life piece…Connects well with all ages.” –Rob Fox, former Director of 

Admissions at Baptist Theological Seminary of Richmond. 

 

Family Life 

Jeremy and Diane met in high school in 

Emporia, VA and became friends while in 

youth group in the early 2000s. They began 

dating in 2003, were engaged in 2005, and 

were married May 13, 2006 at the same 

church where they were in youth group 

together. They have two sons, James 

“Jamie”, who is 9 and in the fourth grade, 

and Evan, who recently turned 5 and will 

start kindergarten next year. Diane has a 

degree in health services administration 

from James Madison University, and 

worked in a variety of medical practices 

before becoming a stay-at-home mom in 2011. (Jeremy calls her the “CEO of 

the Slagle household”.) Jamie and Evan have many interests including building 

Legos, playing video games, books, soccer, and baseball. As a family, they 

enjoy movie nights with living room picnics, board games, attending minor 

league baseball games. On weekends, they can be found at church activities 

and watching the boys play backyard soccer or cheering them on at their 

baseball games. They are looking forward to God’s next call for their family 

and finding new adventures in New Bern. 

  Why is Jeremy the perfect fit? 

Through prayer, our interactions with Jeremy, and speaking with his 

references we share following observations:  

Faith—Jeremy is a man of the Word. He treasures the Bible and values 

prayer. In each stage of this process, Jeremy has asked to lead us in prayer 

and has clearly felt pulled by God in his decision-making.  

Spiritual discernment—One of the first things Jeremy told us is that his 

chief spiritual gift is discernment. He asks for God’s wisdom, he listens 

conscientiously for it, and he is anxious to respond. This belief in God’s 

guidance has not made Jeremy’s path easy; he is currently managing two 

jobs and a family in order to pursue his call to ministry. It has become 

obvious that when Jeremy says he feels called to something, he means it.  

Persistent enthusiasm—Each of Jeremy’s references emphasized that he is 

not stopped by disappointment, but rather rethinks and tries again. 

Moreover, Jeremy has a true heart for youth. He asks for their input, designs 

programming to reach varied interests, responds positively to feedback, and 

endeavors to know each child well enough to earn trust.  

Professional—It is clear that Jeremy is committed, mature, organized, and 

responsive. He welcomes input from the congregation to shape his ministry.  

He has demonstrated the discernment and intuition in past jobs to 

intervene in several situations before they became more serious. 

Family as a priority—Jeremy been conscientious about his family and 

whether they will fit in the church and in New Bern. His love and respect for 

Diane is obvious, and he has communicated several times the ways in which 

his children are anticipating the children’s program at FBC.  

Varied educational and ministry background—Jeremy has both a Master 

of Divinity and a B.S. in Recreation, Parks, and Tourism. This degree is a 

bonus for a Family Life minister, but Jeremy has also used his expertise to 

minister to students through sports.  

Theological match – Through many hours of discussion and questioning it 

became evident that Jeremy is a wonderful match for our congregation in 

terms of his Christian beliefs and practices.  Jeremy is a man who lives out 

his faith in his day to day interactions. 
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Who is Jeremy Slagle? 

 If you want to be comfortable, follow your own plan.  However, if you 
want to be challenged, follow God’s plan for your life.  Since I was very young, 
my plan was to be a computer programmer.  On career day, I would carry 
around an empty bag with a strap that looked like a computer bag.  This was 
what I knew I was going to do for my entire life.  I accepted Christ when I was 
six years old.  When I was ten years old, I followed Christ in obedience and was 
baptized by immersion at Main Street Baptist Church in Emporia, Virginia.  I 
continued to grow in my walk with Christ through quiet time, prayer time, and 
reading the Bible, as well as by being in church. By the time I went to college, I 
felt very strong in my faith in Jesus and found the Baptist Student Union (BSU) 
at Radford University (RU) not long after I arrived on campus.  The BSU 
became my family while I was away at college.  I was majoring in Computer 
Science at RU and following my plan when what at the time seemed like a 
bump in the road took place. 

 God called me to ministry on June 25, 2003 by a lake at Passport 
Camp on the campus of Wingate University.  I was sitting quietly with my head 
bowed when something that I could not explain took place.  I heard someone 
call my name and I looked up immediately, only to see that no one was looking 
around except for me.  The same thing happened a second time, so I went and 
found one of the other adult chaperones and explained to him what just 
happened.  He said to go back and, if I heard the voice again, to say “Yes, Lord, I 
am listening.”  For a third time I heard the audible voice and this time I did as 
instructed.  Now, I know how Samuel must have felt. The Lord called me to 
ministry at that very moment and I was broken.  I accepted the call through 
tears and the chaperone sat there and cried with me as I was unable to speak 
for a few minutes.  The joy that I felt once I was able to share with everyone is 
hard to put into words.  God called me to ministry.  I am not anyone but a 
willing and humble servant of God.  

That was the easiest part of the path that followed.  I soon realized 
that my calling was youth ministry specifically and so I changed my major to 
Recreation, Parks, and Tourism.  I felt that recreation and youth ministry could 
work well together.  I married my best friend, Diane, months before attending 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond (BTSR) from Sept 2006-May 2008.  
Afterwards I worked in various settings that I feel were all ministry outside of 
a church setting; currently I work full time at the International Mission Board 
in Richmond, Virginia.   

While serving on a pastor search committee at Gayton Baptist Church 
in Richmond in 2017, I felt God speaking to me again. This time was not 
audible but was very much a feeling that I was supposed to go back into church 
ministry and to complete my Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree.   

  On a flight to my first international mission trip in Peru, I wrote my 
application to return to BTSR. I graduated in May 2019 with my M.Div.  This 
was a year earlier than I planned to graduate but exactly when God planned 
for me to graduate.  BTSR closed its doors last May, but I was able to finish by 
taking classes from 3 different schools--seven courses in six months, including 
an Urban Mission Immersion Experience in Hell’s Kitchen, New York for a 
week. I was the last person ever to receive an M.Div. from the school.  God 
continued to make the seemingly impossible task seem easier each day, and I 
not only survived but thrived with very good grades.   

 Since September 2017 I have served as the part time youth minister 
at Hillcrest Baptist Church in Hanover, Virginia.  I was ordained on June 30, 
2019.  I have continued to prayerfully seek the next ministry opportunity to 
which God is calling me. Wherever God calls I will go, along with my family, 
and we will minister together.  Since the first contact with the search 
committee for the Associate Pastor of Youth and Family Life at First Baptist 
Church in New Bern, North Carolina, I have felt that this is the ministry 
opportunity that God is calling me to next.  I am continuing to pray for God’s 
will to be done and not mine.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 
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