
Our church was organized in 1809. This is the second 
church building (house of worship). It was completed 
in 1848 and dedicated July 2 of that year. These red 
brick walls are 18 inches thick. It is the gothic revival 
style of architecture. One of the founders, Mr. Elijah 
Clark, went by boat to New York City and obtained a 
modified plan of a Madison Avenue Baptist Church 
from the firm of Thomas & Son.
 

It was built at a cost of 
$12,000. The lot was pur-
chased three years before 
in 1845 for $1,000. The 
acoustics are excellent and 
musicians who come here 
often mention that fact.
 
This historic building is 
listed in the national reg-
ister of historic buildings.

This 159-year-old sanctuary has had 2 renovation proj-
ects and 1 restoration project. The original sanctuary 
has side balconies as well as the one in the back. The 
windows were of clear or opaque glass. The beautiful 
stenciling on the side and back walls was redone in the 
recent restoration (1984-1985). It was copied from old 
pictures, which can be seen in the archives room.
 
The beautiful, fine quality stained glass windows were 
installed in the early 1900 renovation. The side balco-
nies were removed at the same time. The rose window 
over the balcony was installed in the 1943 renovation. 
The baptistery window was installed in the 1984-1985 
restoration.
 
The front wall of the original sanctuary was a straight 
wall where the two side doors are located. The sanctu-
ary was enlarged by extending the choir loft into the 
old annex. The elevated baptistery was installed behind 
the choir loft. This was a part of the 1943 renovation. 

Until that time, the size of the sanctuary had remained 
unchanged.
 
This historic building has been in constant use except 
for a period of 3 years during the War Between the 
States. It was used as a commissary and was occupied 
by Federal Troops from the spring of 1862 until the 
summer of 1865. The bell in the belfry was rung to 
signal guard relief for the Union Soldiers.
 
Even though there was no structural damage during 
the occupation, church minutes indicated that the 
sanctuary needed repairing. The front steps were in-
dented by a cannon ball during the Battle of New Bern. 
This mark was visible until the original brownstone 
steps were turned and reworked in 1975.
 
The outside structure held up well. In 1975 the brown-
stone arches over the front door and over some of the 
windows were replaced. There was not enough brown-
stone available to replace the worn capstones on the 
front buttresses. The old mortar in much of the brick-
work in the tower was removed and replace.
 
The cast iron fence was erected in September 1892, 
with money left for that purpose in the will of Mrs. C. 
E. Patterson.
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